"It Has Been Life Changing for Me" 

Tobias Brace – Nursing Student, Merced Community College, CA 

Tobias Brace, 24, grew up with Stargardt's Disease in Needles, CA. Coupled with a blunt eye trauma sustained in 8th grade, he was left with 20/200 and 20/400 acuity in his eyes. "From an early age, if somebody said my vision would prevent me from doing something, I wanted to do whatever it took to prove them wrong." 

After graduating from the University of Redlands in Redlands, CA with a B.A. in Biology, he worked for a pharmaceutical company in San Francisco. "I used a variety of tools and lenses to do my work at college and on the job, but I was confined to a CCTV desktop or pressing my glasses against a book if I wanted to read anything. I wanted a device that provided me with more freedom and independence." 

"In 2001, I was advised to visit a low vision center in Berkeley where I was introduced to the JORDY, and it was then that my life changed pretty dramatically." Tobias was able to use the JORDY to see the chalkboard in class and read books while relaxing on the couch. 

He took his JORDY to Merced Community College, where he is currently pursuing a Registered Nurse Certification. A class professor was curious about the device and asked Tobias how it worked. 

"We started talking about its magnification capabilities, and how you can hook it up to a TV monitor. Now the professor uses it whenever he needs to magnify an example or model for the whole class; we point the JORDY at the object and hook it up to the TV so everybody can see it." 

Besides using JORDY in the classroom, Tobias also uses it for reading and watching performances and events. When thinking about life without JORDY, he remarked, "I could not fulfill my professional aspirations and personal goals without this product. It has been life changing for me."
