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Dr. Wilkinson’s start was at a school in Chicago and during this time worked with the Chicago Lighthouse.  He was assigned to evaluate children with low vision and decided that Low Vision would be his passion.  

In 1980, Dr. Wilkinson started his own private practice in Iowa.  He saw a definite need for his services in this rural state.  Because of this he started a Pediatrics Program.  This program had him and his staff traveling around the whole state going from school to school helping young children.  It was called the traveling clinic and started in the Spring and ended in the Fall.  

Dr. Wilkinson spent 17 years with his own practice until he was presented with an opportunity from the University of Iowa.  During this transition Dr. Wilkinson was able to take his Pediatrics Program to a whole new level.  With the support of the University, a state grant and the Lions Club, Dr Wilkinson is able to treat 200-300 children a year who are suffering from Low Vision. 

Currently, Dr. Wilkinson is working with other states to duplicate this same program.  He is an integral part of bringing the need for these types of programs nationwide.  He has written articles and spoke regarding the importance of low vision rehabilitation.  

Not only does Dr. Wilkinson work with children but is a key component to the Iowa University Hospital’s Low Vision Rehabilitation Program (which is ranked in the top 5 nationwide).  Patients nationwide are sent to this facility to receive the best treatments and options available.  According to Dr. Wilkinson the key is to listen to what the person wants to do.  Once this is established they do an extensive eye examination and try to come up with options.  For example, if someone wants to drive, a test will be given to establish if the individual can pass the driving test.   According to Dr. Wilkinson, “we focus on the needs of the patient not what they can’t do.” 
When asked about stories that have stuck with him through the years he said…
Once he saw a 9th grade student who thought all he could read was large print material.  He was struggling in school but was very determined.  After the complete examination the solution was a simple reading glass.  Today, this young man is a successful engineer for a big company and is married with a family.  Dr. Wilkinson comments “It is hard to believe that these solutions are not well known.  Just a simple pair of glasses changed this boy’s life.”

Another story is of a 30 year old Junior High Math Teacher, who was going to lose his job because of his vision loss.  For him the JORDY glasses with the docking stand made the difference.  He uses the device as an overhead for him and the children.  In this particular case the University helped fund this solution because of financial constraints.  

Another is a single mom who thought she would never be able to read to her children.  Her prescription - a CCTV, which gave her the freedom to read and write again.  

All these products have such a life impact on people suffering from low vision.  It is hard to imagine at one time these individuals were told nothing can be done (meaning no surgery can fix the vision loss).  Our goal is taking people and giving them a chance to experience a solution.  Every solution is different and it is important to listen to the patient to truly understand their goals and objectives.  
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