Julianne Blount

Glenwood, IA 

Dear Enhanced Vision:


Before I tell you my story I must first thank you from the bottom of my heart for engineering the technology that went into the design and creation of my “Merlin.”  It has undoubtedly changed my life in a way that I could have never imagined possible.  Nothing is more precious to me than the gift of sight.  Before Merlin, I thought I had lost that precious jewel forever.  But now your wonderful creation has renewed my self esteem and restored an independence I thought I had lost.


My name is Julianne Blount and in June of 1999 I was a wife, a practicing ortho-neuro nurse, a mother of two, and about to undergo my second craniotomy for meningiomas.  This surgery required two highly specialized surgeons as well as a team of other medical professionals.  They were attempting to remove the tumor growing perilously close to my left optic nerve.  The surgery was a very important attempt to save not only my life, but also my sight because my right optic nerve had already been destroyed by another tumor and another operation a few years earlier.  I survived the surgery and subsequent months of radiation but my optic nerve could no longer function normally.  My sight was the price I had paid for my life.  I could not longer drive, read, practice as a nurse, read recipes, or even send quick email’s to my family.  As the years have passed my sight slowly but surely has deteriorated.  Each year my husband would take me to the University of Iowa Ophthalmology Clinic for a follow up MRI and the doctors would invariably ask me the same question, “Julianne, what can we do for you?  How can we make this transition easier?”  And I would always answer the same way, “Help me see just a little bit better.  Help me read again.”  I was always a very avid reader and the loss of that ability was almost crippling to me.  For five years they couldn’t help me, and then in the March of 2004 my prayers were answered.  At my yearly check up Dr. Wilkinson gave me the best news of my life.  He was so excited when he told me that he might have finally found something that could work for my particular low vision problem.  


It was love at first sight – literally – when Merlin joined our household.  Merlin gives me the ability to cook for my family without making mistakes because I can actually read the recipes.  I’ve been able to take back over our household bills.  I can write out Christmas cards every December and I can send letters.  I can fill my own pill boxes and use the sometimes baffling satellite remote.  Most importantly though, I can read!

I use Merlin every day, all day.  In fact, I cannot imagine my life without this machine.  I accept that someday I may lose my vision completely, but that day is not today.  And until then I can do so much with my Merlin.  In fact, this past May my husband was diagnosed with throat and neck cancer.  My former nurse training and Merlin allowed my to manage his complicated drug regimen within the confidence of knowing I wasn’t making mistakes.  I was also able to find the phone numbers of his physicians, make important calls, and deal with the masses of paperwork that accumulate in a 9 month illness.


All too often we take our health for granted, sight included.  Your innovation has given me a gift that cannot be measured or compared because it gave me back something I thought I had lost forever.  It may not be a permanent solution and it may not be quite like the vision I had before, but my Merlin was the answer to a prayer I’d been praying for five years.  And I can’t imagine anything better than that.

Very Thankfully-

Julianne Blount
