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Low Vision Doesn’t Stop This Musical Prodigy From Reaching His Dream
Jacksonville, Fla. (Feb.12, 2007) – Seventeen-year-old Allan Bailey has suffered from optic atrophy since birth, a condition signified by the loss of some or most of the nerve fibers in the optic nerve which causes progressive vision loss.  His condition threatened his musical career as a violinist and his dream to attend a prestigious music school. Juilliard, the most prestigious music school, is one of the many schools to which Allan Bailey is applying to attend.  Until Bailey discovered a solution he was determined to play by memorizing music or finding larger print music sheets, but with the help of this solution he could regain his ability to “see” and continue to pursue his dream.

Bailey first noticed vision problems when he was 6 years old. He began using optical glasses at the age of 10 when he found he was unable to read sheet music any longer.  He noticed, however, that he needed a product that projected more light to help him read his sheet music, and also to see the conductor in front of him.  About a year ago, Bailey began to search online to see what other alternative products were available to him.  It was then that he found the JORDY, electronic low vision glasses produced by Huntington Beach, Calif.-based Enhanced Vision.

Bailey first had the opportunity to use the JORDY at the Low Vision Center of Northeast Florida.  He brought his music stand and sheet music to the center and was amazed with the results.  “My first reaction was thrilling because I could see clearly at any distance and everything was so bright that it made it possible for me to read music once again,” Bailey said.

Before the JORDY, Bailey used optical glasses and a monocular telescope.  “Both devices did not have enough light and they only offered manual focus which prevented me from reading the music and seeing the conductor clearly at the same time,” Bailey said.

The JORDY has enabled Bailey to continue pursuing his musical profession, as well as becoming reacquainted with other hobbies in electronics and computers.  Recently, Juilliard accepted Bailey into the final round of auditions.  He travels monthly to New York to study with an instructor who teaches at Juilliard and Mannes College. In the summer, he also studies at Meadowmount School of Music.

Bailey continues to play with the Jacksonville Symphony Youth Orchestra and appears in concerts around town while using the JORDY.  “The JORDY is a great device to improve vision a hundred percent for those who have any form of vision impairment,” Bailey said.

"With the general lack of awareness among consumers that low vision exists, we are dedicated to educating the public of this condition and helping those with low vision regain their independence and live a full and active life again," said Nicole Hollinger of Enhanced Vision.

The JORDY is a battery-operated system that can be worn like a pair of glasses or used as a desktop video magnifier when placed on its docking stand.  With its 30X magnification range, built-in lighting system and auto-focus feature, the JORDY enables people with low vision to see objects at a distance, up close, or at any range in between.


About Enhanced Vision  
Enhanced Vision is the leading developer of innovative products designed specifically for people who are legally blind and have macular degeneration and other low-vision conditions. The company has helped thousands of people regain their visual independence by providing the ability to read, write, watch TV, enjoy a play and live again. Headquartered in Huntington Beach, Calif., Enhanced Vision products are available in more than 70 countries worldwide. For more information, please call (888) 811-3161 or visit www.enhancedvision.com.
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